BRINGING THE PAST AND FUTURE INTO
RACIALLY EQUITABLE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community development is often called on to focus on the present and the near future. That
has some real benefits but can also have unintended consequences. Equitable community
development work requires us - or at least the coalitions and ecosystems we work in - to
hold multiple timelines at the same time. Below, we outline promising practices for integrating
attention to the past and future into the nitty gritty of community development work.
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See how deliberate attention to the past and future, at a
variety of scales, can intersect with anti-racist community
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Bring a more explicit attention to equity to preservation
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Capture and amplify main street history, reduce barriers to
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PROMISING PRACTICE 4: INTEGRATE CULTURAL FUTURISM INTO All Our Babies
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORK.

Pull from culturally relevant history, artistic traditions
and heritage as a basis for collectively imagining distant
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Tie long-term visioning around preventing displacement to
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DIG EVEN DEEPER.

Want to dig even deeper into the roles of history and futurism
in anti-racist community development? Spend time with two
resources that can help you map out your course of action.

Eye on the Prize: The Past, Future and Anti-
Racist Community Development Workbook

Storied Communities, Community Stories
Conversation Guide
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support from Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation (RWJF)
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