
Check out the research. 

See how deliberate attention to the past and future, at a 
variety of scales, can intersect with anti-racist community 
development policy and practice. 

Promising Practice 1: Center Attention to History in 
Community Development Frameworks. 

Uncover and amplify community history in order to address 
past harms, build from past successes and develop more 
contextualized approaches to equitable development.

Promising Practice 2: Value and Resource Cultural 
Preservation within Community Development.  

Bring a more explicit attention to equity to preservation 
strategy, implementation, policy and financing.

Promising Practice 3: Reinvest in Historic Business 
Corridors in Communities of Color.  

Capture and amplify main street history, reduce barriers to 
operating businesses along them and implement long-term 
development strategies that take their histories into account. 

Community development is often called on to focus on the present and the near future. That 
has some real benefits but can also have unintended consequences. Equitable community 
development work requires us – or at least the coalitions and ecosystems we work in – to 
hold multiple timelines at the same time. Below, we outline promising practices for integrating 
attention to the past and future into the nitty gritty of community development work.

Bringing the Past and Future into  
Racially Equitable Community Development

lThe People’s Practice, Issue 01

lStoried Communities, Community Stories

lA Brief History of Race, Place, and Policy in 
the Sector

lHigh-Level Research Findings

lBlack Bottom Archives

lInequity for Sale

lMarian Cheek Jackson Center

lSt. Mary’s University + National Association 
for Latino Community Asset Builders

lAfrican American Cultural Heritage 
Action Fund

lBlackSpace

lFirst Nations Development Institute

lLocal Initiatives Support Corporation

lCity of Birmingham

lNational Coalition for Asian Pacific 
American Community Development

lThe Enterprise Center

lUniversity of North Carolina

http://thepeoplespractice.org/issue01/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/research-storied-communities-issue-brief/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HighLevelFindings-FINAL.pdf
https://www.blackbottomarchives.com/sankofa
https://www.tonijphotography.com/projects/7164844
https://jacksoncenter.info/
https://stmupublichistory.org/lcd/
https://savingplaces.org/equity-report
https://savingplaces.org/equity-report
https://blackspace.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Brownsville-Heritage-Conservation-Playbook-BlackSpace-Org.pdf
https://www.firstnations.org/news/preserving-native-culture-through-the-power-of-native-language/
http://lisc.org/our-resources/resource/power-and-promise-tlgbqia-owned-spaces/
https://www.birminghamal.gov/government/city-departments/department-transportation/project-profiles/reconnecting-4th-avenue-north-two-way-vision-reviving-legacy-inspiring-progress
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/neighborhoods-asian-american-pacific-islander-anti-displacement-strategies/
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/neighborhoods-asian-american-pacific-islander-anti-displacement-strategies/
https://theenterprisecenter.com/community/52nd-street-projects
https://blackcommunities.unc.edu/2018/index.php/paper/remembering-black-main-streets/


Promising Practice 4: Integrate Cultural Futurism into 
Community Development Work. 

Pull from culturally relevant history, artistic traditions 
and heritage as a basis for collectively imagining distant 
community futures.

Promising Practice 5: Bring a Futurist Perspective to 
Anti-Displacement Strategy.  

Tie long-term visioning around preventing displacement to 
tangible, concrete and nearer term interventions.  

Dig even deeper. 
Want to dig even deeper into the roles of history and futurism 
in anti-racist community development? Spend time with two 
resources that can help you map out your course of action. 

lAll Our Babies

lCommunity Futures Lab

lInstitute for the Future

lPolicyLink

lBay Area Land Justice Convening

lBuilding Bridges Across the River

lChinatown Art Brigade

lWatts Rising

lEye on the Prize: The Past, Future and Anti-
Racist Community Development Workbook

lStoried Communities, Community Stories 
Conversation Guide
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Feeling inspired to keep 
going deep on anti-racist 
community development?  
 
Learn more at 
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Promising Practice 6: Measure and Create Accountability 
Around Future Policy Equity Impacts.  

Identify key racial equity indicators and routinely and 
rigorously assess policies for future racial equity impact.

lBrookings Institution

lCalifornia Department of Housing and 
Community Development

lChicago United for Equity

lUrban Institute and PolicyLink

https://www.clevelandohio.gov/news/all-our-babies-taf-project-announces-call-artists-will-kick-yesterday-we-dreamed-tomorrow
https://futureslab.community/
https://www.whatifpedia.org/article/Anti-racism%20In%20American%20Community%20Development
https://spatialfutures.org/
https://www.theselc.org/land_justice_100_year_vision
https://buildingbridgesdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/11th-Street-Bridge-Park-Equitable-Development-Plan-1.pdf
https://medium.com/prox-nyc/through-art-imagining-de-gentrified-futures-proposes-socially-just-alternatives-to-dbff2bf62221
https://web.archive.org/web/20250810130523/https://www.wattsrising.org/anti-displacement/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/PastFutureWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/PastFutureWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/storied-communities-community-stories-conversation-guide/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/storied-communities-community-stories-conversation-guide/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/
https://www.spireandbase.com/
https://3rdspaceactionlab.co/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/getting-to-equitable-development/
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/grants-and-funding/homekey/Racial-Equity-Scoring-Criteria.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/grants-and-funding/homekey/Racial-Equity-Scoring-Criteria.pdf
https://www.chicagounitedforequity.org/approach
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/Scoring%20Federal%20Legislation%20for%20Equity.pdf

