
Check out the research. 

Unpack how funding intersects with anti-racist community 
development policy and practice. 

Promising Practice 1: Interrogate Funding Biases That 
Negatively Impact Communities of Color.  

Start by interrogating funding biases individually and within 
our own organizations, then leverage that internal work to 
influence thinking and practices externally. 

Promising Practice 2: Scale Financial Mechanisms for 
Building Wealth Within Communities of Color. 

Strategically steer resources toward a fuller range of 
community wealth-building approaches, community 
investment vehicles and supportive policy.

Promising Practice 3: Address Capital Access Barriers 
Facing Practitioners of Color and Communities of Color. 

Focus on root causes of underresourcing to help diversify 
funding streams and position communities of color to be less 
reliant on competitive public and private grantmaking.

Despite some progress, access to community development funding remains highly inequitable.  
Fortunately, we can all play a role in reversing that – not just those of us who work in 
philanthropy or government but all of us. Below, we narrow in on five promising practices for 
how we can do that critical, long-term work together. 

Moving Toward Anti-Racist  
Community Development Funding

lThe People’s Practice, Issue 02

lHigh-Level Research Findings

lCore Characteristics of Community 
Development

lStoried Communities, Community Stories

lChange Elemental

lCommon Future

lFederal Reserve Bank of Richmond 

lNeighborhood Funders Group

lCenter for Community Wealth

lDemocracy Collaborative

lKensington Corridor Trust

lNDN Collective

lFederal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

lKing County, Washington

lNAACP
 
lUniversity of New Hampshire

http://thepeoplespractice.org/Issue02
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HighLevelFindings-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/research/storied-communities-community-stories-issue-brief/
https://changeelemental.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Centering_Equity_Intermediary_report_WEB.pdf
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/shifting_power_to_communities_in_grant_funding#
https://www.richmondfed.org/publications/research/econ_focus/2024/q4_feature2
https://web.archive.org/web/20230805030115/https://nfg.org/programs/democratizing-development/
https://www.communitywealth.org/
https://www.democracycollaborative.org/community-investment-vehicles
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/community-owned-commercial-real-estate-is-having-a-moment
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/native-american-group-gives-to-individuals-to-build-community-wealth
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/-/media/assets/papers/cicdwp/2024/cicd-wp-2024-01.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/5138%20HBR%20FIN%2025.pdf
https://search.issuelab.org/resource/thriving-downtowns-an-investment-playbook-for-rural-appalachia.html
https://naacp.org/resources/need-eliminate-black-tax-municipal-bond-market
https://carsey.unh.edu/resilient-community-development-finance-initiative


Promising Practice 4: Target Investments in Organizing 
and Advocacy as Core parts of Community Development.  

Develop partnerships and share resources with other 
organizations engaged in advocacy and organizing, including 
resident-led efforts.

Promising Practice 5: Reposition Funding to Better 
Support Resident Leadership. 

Commit to making funding decision-making more transparent 
and target investments to ensure that the people who are 
most impacted are also the most engaged.

Dig even deeper. 
Ready to explore funding and finance at a deeper level? 
Spend time with two workbooks that can help you map out 
your course of action. 

lBUILD Health Challenge

lDetroit Disability Power

lGiving Project Network

lNational Committee for Responsive 
Philanthropy

lAnnie E. Casey Foundation

lCommunity Foundation for Greater Atlanta

lContigo Fund

lNeighborhood Connections

lEye on the Prize: Moving Toward Anti-Racist 
Community Development Funding

lEye on the Prize: Promising Practices at 
the Intersection of Wealth-Building and 
Community Development
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Feeling inspired to keep 
going deep on anti-racist 
community development?  
 
Learn more at 

The Anti-Racist Community 
Development Research 
Project was produced with 
support from Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation (RWJF) 
to increase understanding 
of structural racism in 
community development 
and pathways to racially 
equitable outcomes that 
promote health equity. 
The views expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the 
views of RWJF.

https://buildhealthchallenge.org/blog/3-recommendations-inspiring-implementing-sustaining-community-advocacy/
https://disabilityphilanthropy.org/resource/we-cannot-achieve-housing-equity-without-accessibility/
https://www.givingprojects.org/
https://ncrp.org/resources/bang-for-the-buck-why-grantmakers-should-provide-more-funding-for-policy-advocacy-and-community-organizing/
https://ncrp.org/resources/bang-for-the-buck-why-grantmakers-should-provide-more-funding-for-policy-advocacy-and-community-organizing/
https://www.aecf.org/resources/fostering-resident-voice-and-influence
https://cfgreateratlanta.org/thrive/
https://www.catalystmiami.org/ced
https://contigofund.org/
https://neighborupcle.org/neighborhood-connections/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/research/moving-toward-anti-racist-community-development-funding/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/research/moving-toward-anti-racist-community-development-funding/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/
https://www.spireandbase.com/
https://3rdspaceactionlab.co/

