
Check out the research. 

See how attention to community health and community 
healing can intersect with anti-racist community 
development policy and practice. 

Promising Practice 1: Center Community Healing and 
Repair in Community Development Frameworks. 

Take time to explain what community healing and repair 
mean, why they’re important and what they can look like in 
practice, especially through a racial justice lens.

Promising Practice 2: Prioritize More Coordinated and 
Human-Centered Responses to Needs of Unhoused.  

Engage in longer-term, community-wide planning around 
addressing homelessness, concentrating on bringing more 
humanity and dignity into supports for the unhoused.

Promising Practice 3: Partner in Efforts to Build, Sustain 
and Deepen Equitable Food Ecosystems.  

Resource people of color within food ecosystems, as both 
consumers and producers, and in and between rural and 
urban communities.

Health disparities are made worse by the way we’ve structured communities – segregating 
people of color into narrow geographies and then starving them of investments. Today, though, 
that kind of geographic concentration can also lend itself to cross-sector collaboration, focused 
investment and implementing resident solutions to meet health challenges. Below, we outline 
promising practices that can support community health and community healing.

Promising Practices at the Intersection of Health,  
Healing and anti-racist Community Development

lThe People’s Practice, Issue 04

lCore Characteristics of Community 
Development

lA Brief History of Race, Place, and Policy in 
the Sector

lHigh-Level Research Findings

lBuild Healthy Places Network

lEnterprise Community Partners

lHealth Promotion Practice

lW.K. Kellogg Foundation

lCommunity First! Village

lHUD Continuum of Care Program

lRecoveryWorks

lThe Way Home

lDream of Wild Health

lHealthy Food Policy Project

lSoul Fire Farm

lWaimea Nui Regional Community 
Development Initiative

https://thepeoplespractice.org/issue04/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HighLevelFindings-FINAL.pdf
https://buildhealthyplaces.org/downloads/Build-Healthy-Places-Network-Guide-to-Racial-Healing.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/building-to-heal_0.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524839921996369
https://wkkf.issuelab.org/resource/truth-racial-healing-transformation-implementation-guidebook.html
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/in-austin-a-village-of-tiny-homes-makes-a-big-impact
https://web.archive.org/web/20250402175508/https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/
https://shelterforce.org/2024/07/26/a-place-to-recover-from-illness-how-medical-respite-programs-help-unhoused-people-heal/
https://www.homelesshouston.org/thewayhome
https://dreamofwildhealth.org/
https://healthyfoodpolicyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/HFPP-Food-Justice-v8.pdf
https://www.soulfirefarm.org/
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/chancellor/files/2012/10/Waimea-Nui-Community-Development-.pdf
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/chancellor/files/2012/10/Waimea-Nui-Community-Development-.pdf


Promising Practice 4: Expand Ambitions Around What 
Health Anchor Strategies Can Look Like and Accomplish. 

Reconsider what a health anchor can be, where they can 
be, who can be their meaningful partner and how equity 
principles can show up in their work.

Promising Practice 5: Explore Intersections Between 
public Reparations Efforts and Community Development.  

Take advantage of community development’s close-to-the-
ground perspectives to support place-based healing work and 
inform state and local reparations efforts.  

Dig even deeper. 
Want to dig even deeper into community health and 
community healing work? Spend time with two longer 
resources that can help you map out your course of action. 

lFuture Healthcare Journal

lHealth Equity Zones Initiative

lJackson Medical Mall

lSomali Health Board

lEconomic Policy Institute

lFirstRepair

lLeaders of a Beautiful Struggle

lUSA Today (Article on Reparations)

lEye on the Prize: The Health,  
Healing and Anti-Racist Community 
Development Workbook

lEye on the Prize: The Environmental 
Justice and Racially Equitable Development 
Workbook
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Feeling inspired to keep 
going deep on anti-racist 
community development?  
 
Learn more at 

The Anti-Racist Community 
Development Research 
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Promising Practice 6: Develop and Sustain supports of  
Cross-Sector Community Development and Health Work.  

Overcome barriers to collaboration between the community 
development and health sectors through supports like 
research, leadership programs and funding.

lBay Area Regional Health Inequities Initiative

lChangeLab Solutions

lHope Village Revitalization

lPopulation Health Institute

https://health.ri.gov/health-equity/rhode-islands-health-equity-zone-hez-initiative
https://jacksonmedicalmall.org/
https://www.somalihealthboard.org/about/
https://www.epi.org/blog/five-principles-for-making-state-and-local-reparations-plans-reparative/
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/reparations-why-we-need-a-community-ownership-approach/
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/opinion/2021/05/31/repairing-america-usa-today-discrimination-reparations-race-racism/7422224002/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/HealthHealingWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/HealthHealingWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/HealthHealingWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/promising-practices-environmental-justice/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/promising-practices-environmental-justice/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/promising-practices-environmental-justice/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/
https://www.spireandbase.com/
https://3rdspaceactionlab.co/
https://barhii.org/
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/Advancing-Racial-Equity-in-Rural-Communities_FINAL_20230719A.pdf
https://hopevillagecdc.org/health/
https://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/wfdp/health-equity-training-technical-assistance/

