
Check out the research. 

Unpack how wealth-building can intersect with anti-racist 
community development policy and practice. 

Promising Practice 1: Put money into the hands of those 
who need it most. 

Resource repair of historic and contemporary harms 
experienced by Black people and communities through 
reparations, universal basic income and guaranteed income. 

Promising Practice 2: Give people access to equitable 
financial products and tools.  

Ensure that individuals, organizations and communities have 
ongoing, equitable access to financial tools and programs 
from financial institutions led by and accountable to them.

Promising Practice 3: Expand programs focused on 
community design and implementation of new economies. 

Support grassroots programs and tools that are engaging 
residents in designing culturally relevant and just local 
economies. 

Building wealth in the United States for people of color has been, and continues to be, an 
uphill battle. Even within that problematic environment, though, there are many successful 
approaches proving that some meaningful wins are achievable. Below, we outline promising 
practices that reflect the economic resiliency and creativity of these communities. 

the Intersection of Wealth-Building  
and Community Development

lThe People’s Practice, Issue 09

lCore Characteristics of Community 
Development

lA Brief History of Race, Place and Policy in 
the Sector

lHigh-Level Research Findings

lGuaranteed Income Works

lInternational Institute of Minnesota

lMagnolia Mother’s Trust 

lReparation Generation

lStockton Economic Empowerment 
Demonstration

lAfrican American Alliance of CDFI CEOs

lLakota Federal Credit Union

lNonprofit Finance Fund & Capital Impact 
Partners

lRavalli County Credit Union

lSixth Avenue Baptist FCU

lAction Center on Race & the Economy 

lAppalachia Funders Network & the Central 
Appalachia Network

lCenter for Community Investment
 
lCommon Future 

lEquitable Food Access Initiative Indianapolis

https://thepeoplespractice.org/issue09/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Core-Characteristics-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HighLevelFindings-FINAL.pdf
https://www.guaranteedincomeworks.org/research
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/st-paul-refugee-agency-launches-guaranteed-income-program-for-immigrants
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/magnolia-mothers-trust-marks-a-history-making-three-cycles-of-paying-black
https://reparationgeneration.org/
https://www.stocktondemonstration.org/
https://www.stocktondemonstration.org/
https://aaacdfi.org/impact-equity-scorecard/
https://lakotafcu.com/convenience-services
https://nff.org/catalyzing-finance-racial-equity
https://nff.org/catalyzing-finance-racial-equity
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/in-one-montana-town-women-in-need-get-new-support
https://www.sixthavebaptistfcu.org/about
https://acrecampaigns.org/about/
https://search.issuelab.org/resource/thriving-downtowns-an-investment-playbook-for-rural-appalachia.html
https://search.issuelab.org/resource/thriving-downtowns-an-investment-playbook-for-rural-appalachia.html
https://centerforcommunityinvestment.org/our-resources/capital-absorption-getting-communities-ready-for-investment/
https://commonfuture.co/Build-Power-and-Influence
https://www.equitablefoodaccess.org/about


Promising Practice 4: Support racially equitable real 
estate and land ownership models and policies. 

Expand community property acquisition and retention through  
supports like Tenant Opportunity Purchase Acts, real estate 
cooperatives, community land trusts and co-buying.

Promising Practice 5: Expand entrepreneurship, social 
enterprises and other investment programs.  

Maximize success for community-based business owners 
through access to comprehensive tools, training and 
education. 

Dig even deeper. 
Ready to explore wealth-building at a deeper level? Spend 
time with two longer resources that can help you map out 
your course of action. 

lDearborn Realtist Board

lLive Work Denver

lJane Place Neighborhood Sustainability 
Initiative

lNew York City Community Land Initiative

lUnited Housing Foundation

lBoston Ujima Project

lCatalyst Miami

lCircle of Aunts and Uncles & the Enterprise 
Center

lEvergreen Cooperatives

lNew Majority Capital

lEye on the Prize: Promising Practices at 
the Intersection of Wealth-Building and 
Community Development

lCrafting Anti-Racist Narratives For 
Community Development
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Feeling inspired to keep 
going deep on anti-racist 
community development?  
 
Learn more at 

The Anti-Racist Community 
Development Research 
Project was produced with 
support from Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation (RWJF) 
to increase understanding 
of structural racism in 
community development 
and pathways to racially 
equitable outcomes that 
promote health equity. 
The views expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the 
views of RWJF.

https://web.archive.org/web/20250524194946/https://dearbornrealtistboard.wildapricot.org/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/can-co-buying-help-solve-the-affordability-crisis
https://jpnsi.org/
https://jpnsi.org/
https://nyccli.org/cla/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/the-making-of-co-op-city-americas-biggest-housing-co-op
https://www.ujimaboston.com/
https://www.catalystmiami.org/ced
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/in-philly-these-retired-aunts-and-uncles-fund-young-entrepreneurs
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/in-philly-these-retired-aunts-and-uncles-fund-young-entrepreneurs
https://www.evgoh.com/
https://newmajoritycapital.com/investors
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wealth-building-practices
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CommunityDevelopmentNarrativeStrategyToolkit-1.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CommunityDevelopmentNarrativeStrategyToolkit-1.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/
https://www.spireandbase.com/
https://3rdspaceactionlab.co/

