
Check out the research. 

Consider how anti-racist community development policy and 
practice extends far beyond city boundaries into tribal, rural 
and suburban contexts. 

Promising Practice 1: Acknowledge the Particular 
Contexts of Equitable Suburban Development. 

Tailor community development funding, support programs and  
research and learning to the specific built environment and 
resident priorities of today’s suburbs.

Promising Practice 2: Fully Address the Needs and 
Priorities of Rural Communities of Color.  

Build competencies and grassroots relationships to address 
acute challenges for rural communities of color, like access 
to the Internet, quality healthcare and legal services. 

Promising Practice 3: Increase Visibility and Support of 
Native Communities across Geographic Contexts. 

Develop support infrastructure that spans the needs of both 
rural and urban Native communities. 

The community development sector’s understanding, its offerings and its support infrastructure are 
largely situated in cities. Without concerted attention, that leaves non-urban communities of color with 
limited resourcing, and it robs us all of access to important equity work they’re leading. It doesn’t have 
to be that way, though. Below, we consider six promising practices for how we can collectively support 
anti-racist community development in tribal, rural and suburban contexts.

Expanding Our Understanding of Geography  
in Anti-Racist Community Development

lThe People’s Practice, Issue 10

lStoried Communities, Community Stories

lA Brief History of Race, Place, and Policy in 
the Sector

lHigh-Level Research Findings

l85 Community Development Corporation

lLoiter

lPolicyLink and the USC Equity Research 
Center

lPuget Sound Sage

lChangeLab Solutions and the Praxis Project

lEngage New York and the Integrated Rural 
Strategies Group

lLegal Services Corporation Rural Justice 
Task Force

lSpringboard for the Arts

lFederal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
Center for Indian Country Development

lFirst Nations Development Institute

lMASS Design Group

lNative American Youth and Family Center

http://thepeoplespractice.org/issue10/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/research/storied-communities-community-stories-issue-brief/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CommunityDevelopmentHistory-FINAL.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HighLevelFindings-FINAL.pdf
https://85cdc.org/
https://loiter.us/#
https://licf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ep_summary_Long_Island_042117_b.pdf
https://licf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ep_summary_Long_Island_042117_b.pdf
https://soundprogress.wordpress.com/category/community-benefits-and-development/
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/Advancing-Racial-Equity-in-Rural-Communities_FINAL_20230719A.pdf
https://nfg.org/resourcing-rural-organizing-infrastructure-a-new-york-case-study/
https://nfg.org/resourcing-rural-organizing-infrastructure-a-new-york-case-study/
https://www.lsc.gov/initiatives/lsc-task-forces/rural-justice-task-force
https://www.lsc.gov/initiatives/lsc-task-forces/rural-justice-task-force
https://springboardforthearts.org/programs/rural-regenerator/
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/indiancountry
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/indiancountry
https://www.firstnations.org/projects/native-fundraisers-community-of-practice/
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/neighborhoods-asian-american-pacific-islander-anti-displacement-strategies/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240331210452/https://massdesigngroup.org/SUSTAINABLE-NATIVE-COMMUNITIES
https://heller.brandeis.edu/iere/pdfs/racial-wealth-equity/capacd/empowerment-economics-at-naya.pdf


Promising Practice 4: Bring Unlike Communities Together 
around Equitable Development Learning and Strategy. 

Expand opportunities for relationship-building, learning and 
agenda-building across geographies, while explicitly making 
sure non-urban communities’ equity practices are lifted up.

Promising Practice 5: Invest in Launching and Sustaining 
Statewide Equitable Development Coalitions.  

Concentrate on how coalition members from seemingly 
different communities share some common circumstances 
that span across a state.

Dig even deeper. 
Want to dig even deeper into the roles of rural, suburban and 
tribal communities in anti-racist community development? 
Spend time with two resources that can help you map out 
your course of action. 

lKentucky Rural-Urban Exchange

lFederal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia

lNext City

lUniversity of Minnesota Extension

lCenter for Community Progress

lIndiana Voices

lMetropolitan Area Planning Council

lNY Renews

lEye on the Prize: Expanding Our 
Understanding of Geography in Anti-Racist 
Community Development Workbook 

lEye on the Prize: The Environmental 
Justice and Racially Equitable Community 
Development Workbook
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Feeling inspired to keep 
going deep on anti-racist 
community development?  
 
Learn more at 
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Promising Practice 6: Prioritize Narrative Strategy in 
Supporting Rural, Suburban and Tribal Development. 

Push back on dominant, inaccurate narratives while 
emphasizing why non-urban communities matter in the first 
place. 

lCenter on Rural Innovation

lChester Made

lGullah Geechee Cultural Corridor

lIllumiNative and Lake Research Partners

https://www.kyrux.org/
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/community-development/workforce-and-economic-development/2024-roc-cohort-program
https://futureslab.community/
https://nextcity.org/press/entry/next-city-welcomes-equitable-cities-reporting-fellow-for-rural-urban-issues
https://extension.umn.edu/community-development/rural-urban-interdependence
https://communityprogress.org/publications/state-capitols-city-halls/
https://www.statepowerfund.org/_files/ugd/4ed02a_0a32e0bdca4a42ab8e038d84751171d1.pdf
https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/racial-equity-advancement-collaborative-hub/
https://www.nyrenews.org/
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/GeographyWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/GeographyWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/GeographyWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/EnvironmentalJusticeWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/EnvironmentalJusticeWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/EnvironmentalJusticeWorkbook.pdf
https://thepeoplespractice.org/
https://www.spireandbase.com/
https://3rdspaceactionlab.co/
https://ruralinnovation.us/resources/reports/the-rural-aperture-project/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/getting-to-equitable-development/
https://chestermade.org/about-us/
https://gullahgeecheecorridor.org/our-mission/
https://illuminative.org/projects/indigenous-futures-survey/

